
 To Whom It May Concern, 
     With the proposed re-regulation of local content I felt the need as Program 
Director of WFMX and WSIC to respond with some examples of our huge commitment 
as a cluster to localism and meeting the needs of the communities we serve on a 
daily basis.  Our stations have enjoyed great success over the years and I 
believe that is due in large part to our commitment to the communities we serve.     
     We have an open door policy with regards to public service announcements.  
Any local civic or charity organization is free to fax, e-mail, drop off, or 
mail items to us.  We review these items and place them in a rotation with all 
the other items we receive for on-air mention.  Both of our stations air dozens 
of PSA's from local civic and charitable organizations each week.  These PSA's 
range from simple things like a local church's chicken supper fundraiser to the 
job fairs and employment expo's conducted by area community colleges.  We have 
even done day long live remotes from many of these job fairs with a jock on site 
doing breaks simply for the benefit of promoting the event and trying to help 
local listeners find much needed employment.   
     We provide newscasts daily that highlight local, state, and national items 
of importance.  Our AM news/talk station carries news reports on the hour and 
twice an hour during morning drive.  The FM is a music format and carries news 
twice an hour during morning drive.  During local, and national emergencies we 
have increased the newscasts on the FM to run throughout the day and stand ready 
to do that at anytime the need arises.  We also increase our news, weather, and 
traffic reports during inclement weather and provide the community with much 
needed information and school and business closings.  During the days and weeks 
after September 11th we carried news reports around the clock and even conducted 
several September 11th fundraisers on air to benefit the families of the victims 
of the attacks and raise money for disaster relief.  Our AM station recently 
carried live in it's entirety a debate featuring political candidates running 
for most all of the local and state offices in our area.  We also plan on 
interrupting our usual programming to cover the  local election returns on Nov. 
2nd live on the air.  We also provided time during our morning show for local 
candidates to appear and address the issues.  We were taken up on our offer by 
almost all of the candidates.  Our stations and personalities have also strongly 
urged our audiences to register and exercise their right as Americans to vote.   
     Our AM station covers local high school sports with football and basketball 
games each week throughout the season.  We have found it harder and harder each 
year to find sponsors for high school sports and have in fact lost money on it 
in recent times, but continue to carry it as a service to the community.  
     Our FM station features mainly current and classic country music, but we 
venture off our format for three hours each week to highlight the less 
mainstream bluegrass music that is so popular in our area.  This show features 
many local artists and has been a staple on this station hosted by the same 
person for over 40 years. 
     Both of our stations give countless hours of free airtime each year in the 
form of recorded and live PSA's, on-air interviews, and live remote broadcasts 
to support many local and national non-profit and charitable organizations.  The 
March of Dimes alone has eight area walks that fall into our listening area on 
WFMX.  We support each of these walks with PSA's, interviews with their 
representatives, and live remotes from the walks.  We also support area walks 
for the MS Society, The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Research Foundation, and 
The American Diabetes Association.  We conduct an on-air auction of sports and 
racing memorabilia to benefit the local Phillipians Foundation which provides 
scholarships to area youth and are a sponsor of their Celebrity Golf Classic.  
Each December we support a local charity called "Stocks for Tots".  We interview 
many people on air talking about this event, air dozens of PSA's, and broadcast 
our entire afternoon show live from their event to support it.  With our help, 
since it's beginning in 1989 "Stocks for Tots" has raised over 350,000 dollars 



to help prevent child abuse in Iredell and surrounding counties and donated over 
30,000 Christmas toys to needy children in our area.  In recent years we have 
teamed up with our local mall to conduct a day long health fair providing free 
health screenings for the community ranging from blood pressure and cholesterol 
checks to Glaucoma screenings.  The North Carolina Lions Clubs provided our 
eyesight checks at that event and found a few of the participants who were 
screened had early signs of Glaucoma, but thanks to this free check someone who 
may have never even known they had the disease until it was too late, got a 
chance to save their eyesight.  If I had to pick one community service event 
that we are proudest of, it would have to be our annual WFMX Masonic Red Cross 
Blood Drive.  We conduct this event in January of each year and over the years 
it has grown to be one of the largest single day blood drives in the southeast.  
We have been with this event since the beginning and have seen it grow over the 
years.  We now have five collection sites operating during the same day all over 
our area.  We broadcast live from the Statesville collection site all day and 
have jocks checking in from each of the other sites across the area throughout 
the day to help drive donations at each location.  This one blood drive collects 
hundreds of pints of blood in one day and provides our area blood banks with a 
huge supply at a time of year when the blood supply is at one of it's lowest and 
most critical levels all year.  The fact of the matter is, this event saves 
lives in our area.   
     I think the above mentioned items should effectively demonstrate our 
commitment to localism.  I trust that my brothers and sisters in the 
broadcasting industry take the same kind of pride in their involvment in the 
local communities they serve as well.  I take it very personally when someone 
doubts our commitment to localism and serving our community.  Localism and 
serving our community is what has made us as successful as we are.  I see no 
reason to re-regulate local content.  To put it another way, If it's not broke 
don't fix it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Kester 
Program Director 
WFMX and WSIC                   
          
           
 
 


